s DECLARA TIO Þ 


F OF HIS HIGHNES Wo 
. THE LORD-PROTECTOR, AND THEPARLIAMENTR& 


OF THE _ 
monyealth of EN'GLA ND, SCOTLAND, and IREL A N D,for a Day of Solemn Faſting K 


and Humiliation in the Turxzz Narionws. 


> <==JUch have been the out-goings of our God fox his People inthis our Generation, that none as Pei, Þ 
8=] but muſt ſap, It is marvellous in our eyes ; X. 


£5, 1 and none as Chriſtians, but muſt cry out , 1 1s the Lords; 
2 coing; Hehath alwayes been a ready help intime of need, andnever divyis pooz Servants ſeek his x 
4 face in vain, neither did he everlend a deaf ear tothe voice of thetr weepings, Who canurter the mighty * 
"V4 o ha) Acts of the Lord ? who can ſhew forth all his praiſes ? But Ifracl doth not know, my People doth not conſider; + 

Ng Et foz in the midſt of ſuch unequalled and ſignal Mercies, how great hath been, and is ouringra | 

I {(z4) andunfruitfulneſs - Ucrily ſuch, that nothing can be greater, but that inerhauſted Percy, why 

I Sy, m1 bitherto hath conſumed us. Should the Lozd ſay unto us, as once he did unto Epbraim, Ephra 
SD A's Jl 15 joyncd unto Idols, ler him alone. Thatheavy ſentence Would be 'but our deſert. As tnſenſibflity 


| === 0Ur crime, ſoit might be too juſtly made our puniſhment; foz who has been melted by mercies, 
4s been bzoken by judgment ? Ah ſinful Nat: 


ton! a people laden with iniquity, a feed of evil doers, children that are corrupters, they hiv - 
rlaken the Lord, they have provoked the holy One of Iſrael to an 


| ger, they are gone away backward : Why ſhould ye be ſtricken any more ? ye 

gill revolr more and more. As theſe ſad wozds do characterize us as fully as they did thoſe of Jada, to whom they were flirt: 
WFoken; ſo if that ſad Denunttation ſhould alſo be our Doom, we couldnot yet but acknowledge, The Lord is cighteous in all hi 
yes, and holy 1 all his works. How deeply Have we greived our good God, in not mourning as we ought ., even as one 

- *ourneth fo2 his firſt-bozn , fo2 that ignorance, pzofaneneſs and barrenneſs that ts ſo ripe amongſt us, evenunder ſuch ric 
ieans of Knowledge, Refozmation and Gzace, in not being ſenſible under, noz making a ſanctifieduſe of thoſe Rebukes w# 

ve of late received ; But rather charging ſuch miſcarriages upon Puſtruments, chiefly, if not only, when every Ynd : 

ch helped to ftll up the meaſure of thoſe ſins after which ſuch Pudgments were to follow, 


n not {mp2oving Mercies fo fully as might have becn to his Glozy, from whom alone they were received, 
«x Jn the ſadneglect and want of Activity, Reſolution, and Yntegrity, 


| | in Magiſtrates, andothersimpowered therein, foz 
Wniſhment and ſupp2eſſion of Utce, and crying Enozmties, 
S } -- the -————_- Blaſphemtcs vented and ſpzead of late thzough the Apoſtaſie of, and the abuſe of Liberty , by 
fofeſſing Religion, oy 

F. Inthaclittle love and tenderneſs which is even amongſt Pzofeſſo2s themſelves towards one another, who whilt they coz, | 
Wd fo2 things ofſputable, loſe that which is certain, even Charity, which is the bond of pertectneſle, and Without which vez: 

Wmne as ſounding Braſle, or a tinkling Cimball : To love one anotheris Chailts new Commandment, nay, the very Badge of Hig 

ples ; By this ſhall all men know that you are my Diſciples, it you havelove one to another, in allo 


wing difference in Fozms , 
Liver to divide Chriſtians, than Agreements in Fundamentals hath to unite them ; one of tht dangerouſeſt and 
Wdthathath been ſown by the Envious One, | 7” ol 


M | ſenſible , that thonghthe Lozd in the depths of His wiſoom andrighteons Yiidgm Sa, & St 
\p Fon paſt deny Anooeed Famed Authozittes in theſe Nations » and hath, as if were, beer Al, Path | 7w: 


pourtrog 
fel to veſſel : He hath yet been pleaſed ever ſince his People publickly contended foz his Truths, ſill foſec op Be 
avrallowsd then the free exerciſe and pzofeſſion of them, Fr | os 


, | , 3 L Te DANOagerompeit 210 rraomiffintionies 
q #thathath been ſown by the Envious One, An, mans <4 | 
being truly ſenſible , that though the Loz2d in the depths of His wiſoom andrighteous Ju hart Eno 4668 
# es paſt deen overturning ſeverall Authozities in thele Nations, and hath, asf were, beer noornn 7a Ca OR: 
| effel to veſſel: He hath yet been pleaſed ever ſince his People puhlickly contended foz his Truths, (ll coſet up 3. this 
"*-aUt glowsd thera the free exerciſe and p2ofeſſion of them, . x gw 
, In that Atheiſtical and Luke-warm ſpirit , too commonly amongſt us, whereby not only the fozm,but power of Godlins 
is; rep2zoached, and accountedas a vile thing ; but alſo too many have fallen from thetr firſt-love ; and others, Laodicear-lſhg$: 
eſteemthemſelves rich, and to have need of nothing, Whileſt indeed they are w:crched , and miſerable , and poor, and blind, and naked 
ſins - %s are the Highlicr aggravated, by b:ing comimtted in Countreyes Where the glozious Light of the Goſpel ſhines: 
cleareſt, | 
Jn being moe diſllatisfied that we have not obtained all we atmed at, than thankful that we have obtained ſo much , 
thzoughmercy we now enjoy, TL 
All which, With other the grievous ſins of theſe thzee Nattons,call alond upon all the good People in them, to lye low 
the ſight of our offended God, and by pzayer and hunnitation (a way which in our deepeſt diſtreſſes we have found both « 


ever accurſed thing there is amonglt us, and that as he is our God, ſo we inay be his People, . 
+ Thathe will infatuate theCounſels,and defeat the Deſigns of all thoſe that labour to cxalt themſelves,againſt the Pntere* 
of His Don and his People, J y 


That he will be plealedin a moſt eſpecial manner, to vouchſafe his Pzeſence to thoſe who are intruſted with the manage}? 
ment oof the Aﬀairs of theſe Nations : | - 


'Lhat as he ts the mighty Counſellor in Htinſeif, ſo alſo that he would appear ſuch experimentally unto Them, | : 
. That he Would in all things ſpirit them to the 302k unto which they are called, And give them Unity amonaſt theme: 
ſelves, eventhe beſt Unity, that ofche Spit, Inthe beſt Bond, that of Peace ; That as they are a People abounding in Mercieg.. 
ſo they may abound in Returns.. oY! 


And that at lalt thzough the unwearied goodneſſe of our God, eſe fot: $a ons. after ſuch memozable Revolut ma? 
An 
Y 


| 


duty and comfozt to tread in) to ſeek to appeaſe His wzath; And that he wtll foz his own Names ſake bepleaſed toremove wh | 


may be ſetleduponthe lure foundations of Truth,Mercy and Peace, le henteko2th, being delivered from thel® 


Erſemies, may ſerve Him without fear, in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before Him all the dayes of their lives. 

_.., Yt is therefoze declared by His Highneſſe the Lozd P2otectoz, and the Parliament of the CommonWealth of Englanc SC 

arid and lrcland, Lhat foz the end and purpoſes afozeſaid, They do appoint Thurſday, being the Thirtieth day of Otobetjwiſ 
foz a day of ſolemn Humiliation and ſeeking the Face of God, thzough the Mediation of Chztſt, in all Places within Englang® 
Scotland and Ircland ; And do therefoze hereby incite and encourage ali ſuch whoſe hearts God ſhall perſwade andmake ſe 1 


{Kle of their duty, and of the Commonwealths pzeſent condition, that theday, afozeſaid, be ſct apart by them, foz the put 
poſes afozelaid. And all perſons whatſoever, are hereby enjoynedand required, to abſtain from the wozks of their ozdinar# 
Calling, and from any Recreations, oz other things againſt the fitting and due obſervation of that day. And all Fairs au 
Mercats are hereby p2ohibited to be kept upon thatday, but may be pzoclatmed to be kept upon the day nert enſuing, An 
all Officers of Juſtice are hereby required to cauſe due obſervation to be had hereof : And the Miniſters and Pzeachers-©, 
the reſpective Pariſhes and Congregations, are totake notice hereof : Foz which end, lt is Ordered , That Copies of this Des 

- claration be Pzinted, and ſent into the ſeveral Parts of the thzee Nations, that the ſame may be publiſhed accozdingly, ' 


— 7 


Tueſday the 23. of September,1656. 


\Rdered by the Parliament, That this Declaration be forthwith 
Printed andPubliſhed. 


HENRY SCoBELL, Clerk of the Parliament. 


Re-printedarEvinBurGn, by Chriſtopher Higgins, in Hartſ-Cleſe, over againſt the Trone-Church, 16 5 6. 
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